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Father Lioi is the founding chaplain of Council 11411.
He is presently the Pastor of St. Mary’s Church irbédwun
and is celebrating 40 years as a priest this month.

The Luminous Mysteries

he Joyful Mysterieggive us the beginning of Jesus’ life. T8errowful

Mysteriesgive us the ending of Jesus life. Talrious Mysteriegjive us
the new life in Christ. And theuminous Mysteriekighlight the public minis-
try of Jesus. We might think that we should use theuldjysteries of the Ro-
sary tonight, because today is the Feast of the Vasit@f Mary to Elizabeth. However, the Luminous
Mysteries perhaps relate most closely to the ministtye priest. Each of them, | think, throws light on
an aspect of the ministry of the priest today.

The Baptism of the Lord

As the Baptism of Jesus inaugurates his public ministryusdaptism inaugurates our
new life in Christ as an adopted child of God. As a prigdike many other priests,
have the privilege of baptizing infants, children and sometiadilts. | estimate that if
| have done on the average 25 baptisms a year, overoa pédlO years, that comes to
around 1000 people christened into the Catholic faith. \Whay it is for me, and for all
priests, to be part of those families which have wetda newly made Christian into
their midst.

The Wedding Feast at Cana

% Is it a coincidence that Jesus performed his first deirat a wedding? Probably not!
3 Saint Paul speaks about marriage between a husband arabwsifenbolizing God’s love
%l '8 for his people or Christ’s love for his church. In pmapaa couple for marriage, the
SN priest can help the couple to see their love for edloras imaging God's love in the
. world. If | have officiated at 1% or so weddings a yeaer forty years that makes about
600 weddings of which | have been a part. Weddings are @&n ptivileged moment
where the priest enters into the lives of individualhair most significant moments.




The Proclamation of the Kingdom

The second Vatican Council states that the primary ditize priest is the Preaching of
the Word, the Proclamation of the Kingdom. This takesepin the homily, in catechesis,
in print and other media as well as in the liturgy, gbwiinistry or community outreach.
Saint Francis says we should preach always, and soegtve even can use words. The
priest is called upon to reflect on scripture, to come tavkiiee mind of Christ and be an
icon of Christ in the world, proclaiming that the Kingdasralready within us and among
us.

The Transfiguration

On TV’'s Extreme Makeoverma person’s external appearance is transformed. The-Tran
figuration of Jesus was not a makeover but an unveilingeofddality of Jesus as the Son
of God — Emmanuel, “God with us.” Each of us has beamsformed through our Bap-
tism into a new creation, sharing the very life ofdGdVe haven't just been made over in
an external way. The role of the priest is to helplgwur baptized people in the process
of unveiling the risen Lord who dwells within us. If we undensl ourselves as already
transformed in Christ, then we have a greater awaseaéthe world around us being
transformed into a new creation.

The Institution of the Eucharist

“This is my body; this is my blood.” What a tremendpuivilege for the priest to pre-
side at the Eucharist, wherein ordinary bread and i@wemes the body and blood, soul
and divinity of Christ himself! Over a period of 40 ygacelebrating the Eucharist at
least once a day means that | as a priest and theegt@mmunity had made present the
death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus over 15,000 tiBeast Paul says: “As often as
you eat this bread or drink this cup, you proclaim the defathe Lord until he comes.”
May we have many more priests, now and in the futurprdolaim the death and resur-
rection of the Lord Jesus in our midst!




